
Greetings friends and partners in the 
gospel. For a number of reasons (none of which 

are very good excuses) it has been quite a long 
time since our last update ςso enjoy this double 
issue of Territory Matters. 
!ǘ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ bƛƎƘǘŎƭƛŦŦ όǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ŀǘ 

5.00 pm as a family) we have just finished a series 
on Philippians. Paul writes, άI rejoice greatly in the 
Lord that at last you have renewed your concern 
for me. Indeed, you have been concerned, but you 
had no opportunity to show it. I am not saying this 
because I am in need, for I have learned to be 
content whatever the circumstances. ά tƘƛƭ пΥмл-11. 

We continue to give thanks for our partnership in 
the gospel and ask that you pray we might learn the 
secret of contentment because we are assured, 
άώƻǳǊϐ God will meet all [our] needs according to his 
glorious riches in Christ WŜǎǳǎέ tƘƛƭ пΥмфΦ 

The Family
The good news is that we are surviving our first 
Ψ.ǳƛƭŘ ¦ǇΩΦ And survive is what everyone does. As I 
write the outside temperature is around 33Áand 
63% humidity. Most days clouds roll in and 
threaten to rain but with no relief.Even so we have 
been lucky to have 4 or 5 short bursts of heavy rain 

during October/November mostly                                                                                                         
in the middle of the night.

All the kids are now having 
weekly swimming lessons. 

Matthew and
Laura are im-
proving sig-

nificantly each time in
the water and
Felicity and 
Oliver enjoy 
water familiarity classes with
Jodi. Bruce has been riding his
new bike around Darwin. 
There are bike paths right around
the city and surrounds. Riding is very enjoyable 
because everywhere is dead flat. Matthew loves to 
go riding with his dad whenever he is able.

Jodi is enjoying life in Darwin more each day and 
has a found an escape in a local suburb Parap, 
which holds markets each Saturday. Unfortunately, 
though she has had a stomach complaint the last 
two weeks which has meant she is unable to eat 
more than toast and rice

We are very excited that both Matthew and 
Laura are excited about reading the Bible at the 
moment. Matthew has been using some study 
notes to help him each day. Matthew read 
Revelation recently over two days and has been 
asking lots of questions. They both enjoy sitting in 
on the weekly Monday night youth bible study at 
our place.

A few weeks ago, Matthew attended a 3 day 
school camp at Batchelor(100 km south of Darwin). 
The camp has lots of activities including snorkeling, 
canoeing, low and high ropes, abseiling, and rock 
climbing. Matthew and his Mum survived his first 
two nights away from home.

Finally the Chapman birthday season comes to a 
ŎƭƻǎŜ ƴŜȄǘ aƻƴŘŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ уth birthday. For 
CŜƭƛŎƛǘȅΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ όп ƻƴ тκммύ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǎǇŜƴǘ ŀ 
night camping in a tent at a Caravan Park just 
outside Darwin. We all survived the experience 
despite dad putting the tent up the wrong way then 
having to start again and Laura vomiting all over 
herself in the middle of the night. 



6 months on . . . 
As I reflect on 6 months in Darwin, I am struck once 
again by the grace of God and the enormity of the 
task we are engaged in. 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ Ψ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ aŀǘǘŜǊǎΩ

I outlined the four areas for my 
ministry in the Territory. An up-
date for these is included below. 
However, the most significant 
event in the last couple of 
months was 3 days I spent in 
Sydney with Steve Jeffrey 
(Youthsurge), Bradley Young (10 
years as Anglican Diocesan 
Youth Officer for Perth) and 
David Hopper (6 years as Presbyterian Youth Minister 
for Nth Qld). It was really helpful for me to learn from 
these guys and to use their wisdom in my own 
ministry setting. We are all convinced that we need to 
concentrate on building up our Christian youth and 
equipping them for mission amongst their peers. This 
is a long term strategy and requires patience. It 
means that my short term focus in Darwin will be 
concentrating on growing the youth ministry and 
ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘŜŀƳ ŀǘ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ bƛƎƘǘŎƭƛŦŦ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ 
influence and grow youth ministry in churches 
throughout the Territory. 

{ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ bƛƎƘǘŎƭƛŦŦ

Nightcliff scripture seminar
Last week I spent 3 full days in Scripture seminars for 

yrs 3-6. Religious Education (RE) only happens in a 
small minority of schools in the NT. And when there is 
RE it might only happen like at Nightcliff twice a year 
(equates to 6 hours for a year). We thank God for the

privilege even though some of the 
classes were very difficult. We had 
ǘƻ Ŧƛǘ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƻŦ ΨŀǘǘŜƴǘƛǾŜ 
ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎΩΦ 5ŀȅ м ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ 
age 12 in the temple and talked 
about Jesus being a person worth 
listening to. Day 2 we explored the 
parable of the soils and thought 
about listening and understanding 
the words of Jesus. The final day we 
contrasted the rich young ruler and 

Zacchaeusfrom Luke 18-19. Two rich men with 
very different responses after listening 
to Jesus.

Marrara girls bible study
I have just finished 5 weeks of meeting 
with some indigenous girls who attend 
Marrara Christian school. The school has a 
programme with 10 houses around Darwin 
set up for boarders from all over the 
¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀǘ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ 
run one of these houses and invited me to 
lead a bible study. Over the last 6 weeks we 
have met.  This group will probably not 
continue next year but has been a great opportunity 
and learning experience. 

Northmead and Arndell mission teams
In the first week of October we had visits from two 
Sydney youth mission teams. A group of year 11 
students from Arndell Christian school and some of 
the senior youth from Northmead Anglican spent 
time with our youth at the conclusion of their 
missions. It was great for our youth to hear of their 
experiences, join in Christian fellowship and be 
challenged to think about mission themselves.

Preaching
I have been preaching roughly every two weeks at St 
tŜǘŜǊΩǎΦ !ǎ L ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ 
finished a series on Philippians. I will be preaching 
most of December as Mark (my Senior 

Minister) travels 
south for holidays.

Youth Group
The senior group 
continues to meet at
our house on 
Monday nights. We 
have been studying 
Hebrews, which 

b    has raised all 
sorts of great 
questions. Next 

week we farewell the 
couple who have been running the 

youth ministry for the last couple of years.  We are 
praying for new leaders for 2009.  

Dinner with youth on Monday nights




