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Christmas & New Year greetings to you (

family, friends and partners in the gospel
The last week of January brought an end to
holidays, the start of a new school year, and ret
to regular church activities.

The Family

This week Matthew and Laura returned to schoc
(Matthew now in yr 3 primary [3/4 Hooper]; Lau
in yr 1 [1/2 Manning]) and Felicity started pre
school (full day Wednesday & Thursday). All the
kids were keen to go back and seem to have se
in well at this early stage of the year.

Jodiis having a more active role at the Playgrou
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last year. She has joined- -
the Playgroup committe
and is sharing the
responsibility of running|
this group. She will also |
help lead studies
occasionally at bible stud

A lot of people leave

Darwinafter Friday 12 :
Decemberbecause schoo| ) —
finishesthen. Matthew and"
Laurafinished well, botlreceiving

prizesat the endof year assembly. Afte€hristmas
and duringlanuarg  { Gt S SoNRetvice
- in the morning. This meant most of December-

Chnstmas 2008 in Darwm

quiet and relaxed. O2dzaAyas at SSLI2OSNEI !
place),Dreamworld shopping, circus mayhem,
museum science stuffego, swimming, and

enjoying great food prepared by others.

We all enjoyed our first Christmas in Darwin. Th
Chapman family Christmas traditions had to be
slightly modified. Bruce grieved

the purchase of a plastic treg -
after all attempts to source a :
realpine failed (we even falled vp
to find some fake pine scent). | :
Westill had our Christmas Eve
sleepoutr YR g1 { Ay 3 ¥
Messiahon Christmas morning | &
but there was no early morning | doingthe talk & craft, youth
rushbecause the service was a

) e >, Christmagicnic and party,
leisurely9.00 am. After church | g ;'-_ : ~  ——— midnightChristmas Eve and

- wewent home to open L/ at Co Christmasnorning services. My

. rfmg at Coolangatta
| presentsunder the tree and then Laura su hri
m Christmas sermons followed my 3 advent sermons
hadlunch with the Simpkins family, also y

. celebratingtheir first Christmas in Darwi from Isaiah, preaching on Isaiah 9 and John 1

| Glen ighe Scripture Union Director for pickingup the theme of light
the NT.

. Ministry Update

- Nosummer youth camp this year
for Bruce meant he could absorb

. the summer cricket season.

. Christmaghurch activities all

. wentwell ¢ carols service with

5 ‘;‘ puppets playgroup with Bruce

There were a number of planning / review
meetings in December. The Diocesan Youth
Taskforce met including RuBrigden(CMS
Numbulwar working with youth) vikypevideo
conference.

. Wecelebrated the new year at our
. housewith two families in ministry and
then prepared for holidays in Brisban
I Wead LISy GKS FANEI
== parentsin Tweed Heads and seeing
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parents in the northern suburbs of Brisbane.
Everyone had a great time enjoying: swimming .
the beach, family BBQs, movies, catching up wi
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February update

I now have a set of measureable goals to work
towards in 2009, which were modified at this mee:
and subsequently with the Bishop. These goals ar
very useful in planning and prioritising my work. T
next Diocesan Youth Taskforce meets in Februan
with a visit from aAnglicarerepresentative involved
with youth programmes.

| also met with Jogpandefu(BCA) and NeHorgie
(Diocesan Development Officer) who conduct
ongoing training for indigenous church leaders. W
discussed how | can best assist them and be invo
in their training programme.

Beforewe left for QLDpost-Christmad managed to
find time between cricket to help paint the Rectory
living room ceiling and walls, give a talk at the Jan
FUSEonEvangelisd2 RQAd YA aaAzy
and with RuthBrigdento prepare the programme,
small group studies and talk outlines for Katherine
Christian Convention youth programme.

| am still praying and looking for people to help me
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praying that the Diocese will take responsibility for
finding money for me to travel. The Bishop has be
very helpful in assisting in this process. Hopefully,
some money will be allocated in the 2009 budget.
important to get a budget line but hard to do in the
current economic climate. Finally, we continue to
pray for mission minded people to come and work
Darwin so that they can join and strengthen the lo
church as they partner in ministry

was a great opportunity for me to make contacts with
the school and build relationships with some of the
youth.

Last week was the start of our youth programme at S
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usual for dinner and Bible study at our place. On
Friday night | started a new group for y©7and was
pleased with the 6 young people who came and had
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February Update leaders to help with these groups.

February has been busy for me making contact with

lots of people. | have had meetings with Bible Societ

the | principal ofWoolaning

= | Christian School, which

| caters for indigenous high
schoolers near Litchfield

| National Park; the Bishop;
Shane the cardinator of
FUSE; Steuetherington

| (CMS); and the first of

| the Darwin Rectors to

| see how I can help

~~ them in their ministry.

Since | originally planned to send out Territory
Matters at the end of January, a number of good
things have happened. Mattheand Laurdhave
settled in well to their new classes (Matthew -
is now in Primary (yr 3) and Laura in’ g
1. Felicity is really enjoying peehool | ¥F.
for a full day Wednesday and Thursda
but comes home very tired. The kids a
all back at swimming lessons, and havé.
made significant improvements.

All the church regular groups have starte
back. Jodi is still adjusting to a new routil, .
but is enjoying responsibilities at Monday
Playgroup and Thursday bible study.

';;\dloshua's pool

et | preached last Sunday at
7 playing i the Darwin Chinese Christian Church

The last week and a half | have helped outwitha ¢ pigcesan Youth Taskforce met, and heard a
of year programme for Marrara Christian Schooly presentation from Anne Buxton on the youth
9 with the Scripture Union director Glen Simpkins. programmes ofAnglicareNT.






