
Christmas & New Year greetings to you our 
family, friends and partners in the gospel. 
The last week of January brought an end to 
holidays, the start of a new school year, and return 
to regular church activities. 

The Family

This week Matthew and Laura returned to school 
(Matthew  now in yr 3 primary [3/4 Hooper]; Laura 
in yr 1 [1/2 Manning]) and Felicity started pre-
school (full day Wednesday & Thursday). All the 
kids were keen to go back and seem to have settled 
in well at this early stage of the year. 

Jodi is having a more active role at the Playgroup 
ŀƴŘ ōƛōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǎƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŀǘ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ 
last year. She has joined 
the Playgroup committee 
and is sharing the 
responsibility of running 
this group. She will also 
help lead studies 
occasionally at bible study.

A lot of people leave 
Darwin after Friday 12th

December  because school 
finishes then. Matthew and 
Laura finished well, both receiving 
prizes at the end of year assembly. After Christmas 
and during JanuaryΣ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŜƭŘ one service 
- in the morning. This meant most of December was 

quiet and relaxed.

We all enjoyed our first Christmas in Darwin. The 
Chapman family Christmas traditions had to be 
slightly modified. Bruce grieved 
the purchase of a plastic tree ς
after all attempts to source a 
real pine failed (we even failed 
to find some fake pine scent). 
We still had our Christmas Eve 
sleepoutŀƴŘ ǿŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ IŀƴŘŜƭΩǎ 
Messiah on Christmas morning ς
but there was no early morning 
rush because the service was at a 
leisurely 9.00 am. After church 

we went home to open 
presents under the tree and then 
had lunch with the Simpkins family, also 
celebrating their first Christmas in Darwin. 
Glen is the Scripture Union Director for 
the NT.

We celebrated the new year at our 
house with two families in ministry and 
then prepared for holidays in Brisbane. 
We ǎǇŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿŜŜƪ ǿƛǘƘ WƻŘƛΩǎ 
parents in Tweed Heads and seeing 

her ǎƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŎƭƻǎŜ ōȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DƻƭŘ 
/ƻŀǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǿŜŜƪ ǿŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ .ǊǳŎŜΩǎ 
parents in the northern suburbs of Brisbane. 
Everyone had a great time enjoying: swimming at 
the beach, family BBQs, movies, catching up with 

ŎƻǳǎƛƴǎΣ ǎƭŜŜǇƻǾŜǊǎΣ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ½ƻƻ ό{ǘŜǾŜ LǊǿƛƴΩǎ 
place), Dreamworld, shopping, circus mayhem, 
museum science stuff, lego, swimming, and 
enjoying great food prepared by others.

Ministry Update

No summer youth camp this year 
for Bruce meant he could absorb 
the summer cricket season. 
Christmas church activities all 
went well ςcarols service with 
puppets, playgroup with Bruce 
doing the talk & craft, youth 
Christmas picnic and party, 
midnight Christmas Eve and 

Christmas morning services. My 
Christmas sermons followed my 3 advent sermons 
from Isaiah, preaching on Isaiah 9 and John 1 
picking up the theme of light.

There were a number of planning / review 
meetings in December. The Diocesan Youth 
Taskforce met including Ruth Brigden(CMS 
Numbulwar working with youth) via Skype video 
conference.
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I now have a set of measureable goals to work 
towards in 2009, which were modified at this meeting 
and subsequently with the Bishop. These goals are 
very useful in planning and prioritising my work. The 
next Diocesan Youth Taskforce meets in February 
with a visit from a Anglicarerepresentative involved 
with youth programmes.

I also met with Joy Sandefur(BCA) and Neil Forgie
(Diocesan Development Officer) who conduct 
ongoing training for indigenous church leaders. We 
discussed how I can best assist them and be involved 
in their training programme.

Before we left for QLD, post-Christmas I managed to 
find time between cricket to help paint the Rectory 
living room ceiling and walls, give a talk at the January 
FUSE on Evangelism -DƻŘΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ƛǘΣ 
and with Ruth Brigdento prepare the programme, 
small group studies and talk outlines for Katherine 
Christian Convention youth programme. 

I am still praying and looking for people to help me 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŀǘ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎΦ L ŀƳ ŀƭǎƻ 
praying that the Diocese will take responsibility for 
finding money for me to travel. The Bishop has been 
very helpful in assisting in this process. Hopefully, 
some money will be allocated in the 2009 budget. It is 
important to get a budget line but hard to do in the 
current economic climate. Finally, we continue to 
pray for mission minded people to come and work in 
Darwin so that they can join and strengthen the local 
church as they partner in ministry.

February Update

Since I originally planned to send out Territory 
Matters at the end of January, a number of good 
things have happened. Matthew and Laura have 
settled in well to their new classes (Matthew 
is now in Primary (yr 3) and Laura in yr 
1. Felicity is really enjoying pre-school 
for a full day Wednesday and Thursday,
but comes home very tired. The kids are 
all back at swimming lessons, and have 
made significant improvements.

All the church regular groups have started 
back. Jodi is still adjusting to a new routine
but is enjoying responsibilities at Monday 
Playgroup and Thursday bible study.

The last week and a half I have helped out with a start 
of year programme for Marrara Christian School yr 7-
9 with the Scripture Union director Glen Simpkins. It 

was a great opportunity for me to make contacts with 
the school and build relationships with some of the 
youth.

Last week was the start of our youth programme at St 
tŜǘŜǊΩǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƳŜǘ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀǎ 
usual for dinner and Bible study at our place. On 
Friday night I started a new group for yr 7-9 and was 
pleased with the 6 young people who came and had a 
ƎƻƻŘ ǘƛƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ Ψс ǎǘŜǇǎ ǘƻ 
ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ .ƛōƭŜ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ CǊƛŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ  L ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ 
leaders to help with these groups.

February has been busy for me making contact with 
lots of people. I have had meetings with Bible Society; 
the principal of Woolaning

Christian School, which 
caters for indigenous high 
schoolers near Litchfield 
National Park; the Bishop; 
Shane the co-ordinator of 
FUSE; Steve Etherington
(CMS); and the first of 
the Darwin Rectors to 
see  how I can help 
them in their ministry.

I preached last Sunday at  
the Darwin Chinese Christian Church . 

The Diocesan Youth Taskforce met, and heard a 
presentation from Anne Buxton on the youth 
programmes of AnglicareNT. 




