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human terms the NT Anglican church is tiny, ineffective,
disunified, chaotic, elderly and seemingly hopeless.
However, God continues to gather his people in small
copnmunities, bring new people into his family,
and build people up in their faith.
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youth ministry on the ground before | came but
the reality is still difficult to absorb. There are
currently small ministries to youth at Nightcliff
where | am employed, Numbulwar and a

fledgling group in Alice
I sp¥ifs. One couple

helps me at Nightcliff
with the senior group but | have
been unable to find leaders for
the junior group all year. Alice
Springs has an untrained lay
leader and Mandy in Numbulwar
is trying hard to teach young
people about Jesus (Ruth Brigden
CMS missionary is encouraging
Mandy in her ministry).

12 months on, Road Trip Report, Training Week,
NT Synod, BCA Tour, visits, Kakadu, Kriol Camp,
Grfi1a yR &aoK

We are well into the dry season
now with beautiful 30-32° days,
windy, low humidity and perfect
sunsets each evening. The kids
have just returned to school after
4 weeks holidays and my parents
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tour south to Alice Springs last
weekend after 4 weeks with us. The dry season is the best
opportunity to travel around the NT both for work and
leisure and we have been doing both.

12 months on

June 1 marked our first anniversary in the Territory. We
are very grateful to God for those who have made us feel
welcome and assisted us in settling in to a new home and
new ministries.
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the first anniversary of arriving in
Darwin, and to have experienced and
survived our first dry season, build-up
and wet season (cyclone season!). After
a year Darwin is certainly feeling a lot
more familiar, and like home.

Kakadu

Most churches have mainly
elderlypeoLJt S 4 K 2
regularly. There is a concern about
the next generation but mostly no
idea or willingness to reach out to
youth. | have been encouraging
people to make an effort with
whatever young people they have
contact with (learning names and
saying hello), and especially
families to be regularly reading the
Bible to their children at home.
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| have been able to visit most of the
Anglican churches in the NT excepting,
Alice Springs, Tennant Creek, and
Gunbalanya (Oenpelli just outside the
north-eastern edge of Kakadu). In

Family on Ubirr Rock - Kakadu

Aboriginal rock paintings -

Famil

The 4 week school holiday break was enjoyed by all.
| 26 SASNE sube$ 8K kidyage donvinced
camping is an ideal vacation.
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risbane WHh a Cammper trailer. They then joined us on
first camping holiday to Kakadu. We were all suitably
impressed by this amazing part of Australia. Highlights
were sunset at Ubirr Rock overlooking Arnhem Land,
aboriginal rock art, wetlands cruise and swimming above
and below the falls at Gunlom.

The final few days of our holiday we
stayed in Katherine where | was able to visit
the annual Kriol Youth Camp. Around 200
youth from different communities came
together to learn more about Jesus.

Over the last 2 months we have also
enjoyed visits from other Sydney friends
Sydney. Towards the end of June we met up
with two different BCA Tour groups G
including a visit with one group to the Territory Wildlife
Park. Matthew and Laura are enjoying bike riding and

R 2 y Qldok forraiid SoystRrting up Milo Cricket again this week.

Laura bike riding in Haimes St
& Milo Cricket
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Indigenous Ministry

Thanks for your prayers
for my first road trip into
Arnhem Land and visit to
Groote Eylandt (2" week
of June). | went with Steve
Etherington (CMS

fellowship meeting.
The church meets
most nights and
sings songs through
a PA pointed out
into the
community. We
heard a short bible

Bruce with Steve Etherington missionary) who gave

flying to Groote Eylandt me a grea t insight into
local customs as well as introducing me to community and
church leaders.

The trip began with a 9 hour drive to Numbulwar on the

Church meeting outside church at Ngukurr

talk and there
were prayers for
healing. We heard that they move the meeting around the
different streets of the community during the week. Our
final day on Groote we
visited Umbakumba on the

coast of the Gulf of
Carpentaria. The next day we
flew by small plane to Groote
Eylandt for 3 days. On Groote
we visited the indigenous
church at Angurugu in the
morning and the church in the
mining town of Alyangula in

j other side of the island

| and met with the church
there and leaders Colleen
and Milly.

We flew back to
Numbulwar and met with
the church and Peter
Gundu (priest in charge).

the evening. We were lucky
enough to see a local funeral
procession and graveside service after meeting up with
the church leaders at Angurugu (brothers Benjamin and
Johnny) and resident CMS missionary Kerry MclLean. We
also met up with Yulki who comes from Numbulwar but
travels around to Arnhem Land communities encouraging
the Christians and churches she visits. Yulki organised a
Bible Convention for the Arnhem Land communities which
was held in the first week of July on Groote Eylandt. One
evening we were invited to dinner with some of the
church members from Alyangula. We met William (yr 7)
whose dad is not a believer and had a chat with him about
Jesus. Another evening we visited Angurugu to see a

Bruce & Yulki - Angurugu

It was exciting to meet Mandy who is meeting with youth |
each week to study the Bible. Recently Numbulwar had
more than 50 baptisms and confirmations. The church is
working hard to follow
people up.

The next day we
travelled to Ngukurr
and met with various
church leaders and had
another opportunity to
meet with church

. members and talk

Church at Alyangula

Bruce giving Michael & Julie Colin DVD - Minyerri

about teaching the Bible to children and youth. Steve

spoke that evening at their fellowship meeting on top of
GKS KAff Ay GKS YARRES 27
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risen/alive). I

Our final day on the
road took us to
Urapunga, Kelyuwi,
and Minyerri. At each
place | was
introduced to local
Christians, Bible

" translators B
and church leaders. We were also able to hand out
some Colin Buchanan DVDs (songs and puppet
explaining the gospel) graciously donated by St
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After a short weekend break | then spent
another week with all the indigenous clergy and
church leaders in Darwin at Nungalinya College for
some Diocesan Training. |
spent one session
showing them different
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way to teach an overview of the
Old Testament. | then exhorted
them on the importance of
teaching our young people the
great story of the Bible regularly.

|
Steve giving Hannah
Colin DVD - Urapunga




Ministry Resource Unit ¢ Neil, Joy, Steve, Bruce (Nicole away)

Everything else

Straight on the heels of the training week was the NT
Synod and clergy conference. The new Diocesan Strategy
was adopted and there was some good discussion raised
about Christian education in Kormilda College (run jointly
by the Anglican and Uniting churches). Please pray for the
new principal of the school, wise decisions made as the
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meeting for the first 2 weeks of second semester on the
book of Isaiah.

There is also a lot of work being generated by the
Diocesan Ministry Resource Unit (MRU). Th ere are five
Diocesan workers who meet together to help the
Diocesan mission take shape at the local level through

day. Nightcliff is having a Parish Camp in mid-August and
Bruce will be in Sydney 18-24 August to preach at a
wedding, do some deputation work and catch up with
friends. At th e end of the month there is an important
meeting in Katherine between MRU a nd the CMS mission
people working in the Diocese. There are four indigenous
ordinations in September which | will be preparing and
hopefully attending in Numbulwar,

support, training and
resources. We are
currently preparing for 6
ordinations (5 indigenous)
and also seeking to
implement safe ministry
practice and training
throughout the Diocese.
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Jodi will continue to help
lead some studies at her
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Ngukurr and Minyerri.

Please pray for wisdom in balancing
Diocesan work, and ministry to the youth
at Nightcliff. A number of our senior
youth are in year 12 (Carly, Grace, lona,
Caitlin, Steph). | am hoping some of them
will stay in Darwin next year and be keen
to help in youth ministry. Continue to
pray that we might find some people
keen to help out with the junior high
group on Friday nights.

Thursday morning bible
study group. She is also
increasing her

involvement at Playgroup to co-ordinate and lead some of

the story and song time. Jodi will also be busy with family

Christian education
component is discussed and
unity in direction between
the two governing churches
on the College Board.

Since returning from
holidays | have preached at
Nightcliff, run a workshop
on money for the university

Indigenous Clergy & Bishop Greg - Nungalinya Chapel
P this Saturday, Youthsurge the

week after including a training
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end of August, with hopefully
some time for completing a few
craft / sewing projects including
GNI yaF2N¥YAy3
into a fairy/princess castle.

Bruce will be busy with a
number of youth events ¢ FUSE
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Indigenous Church Leaders June Training Week
Tom & Muriel Slockee (BCA affiliates Mogo) visited
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For Prayer
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A Those who continue to support us in prayer and with
practical acts of kindness.

A The camping holiday in Kakadu. Thanks for safety, time with
my parents & for their camping expertise & equipment

ANew families who have recently joinedus I G { {
including a Playgroup family who have started coming to
church.

A Continued opportunities to preach.

Road Trip to Arnhem Land
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his family and changing lives.

A safety and for a good learning experience travelling with Steve
Etherington (CMS).

A Great opportunities to talk about the current generation
passing on the gospel message about Jesus to the next
generation.

A Formation of good relationships with indigenous church
leaders and

A Faithful Christian service and ministry of many aboriginals in
very difficult situations. Particularly for Mandy working with
youth in Numbulwar, Marjorie teaching the Bible in various
contexts at Ngukurr, Hannah working with children in
Urapunga and Michael and others working with children in
Minyerri.

Diocesan Ministry

A Good working relationships with Steve, Joy, Neil and Nicole
who all have diocesan roles and with me make up the
Diocesan Ministry Resource Unit.

A Time spent in Darwin with indigenous leaders after my road
trip - strengthening relationships and more opportunities to
talk about ministry to children and youth.

A Synod and particularly discussions about improving the
Christian content in Kormilda College (high school run jointly
by Uniting & Anglicans with about 1/3 indigenous students)

A Clergy conference and opportunity to spend time with the
other NT clergy especially those from outside Darwin.
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Coming up
A Weekly 30 min RE teaching for yr 5-6 at Millner school on Friday

afternoon 2.05-2.35 pm
A 21" & 28" July ¢ talks at CDU Christians main meeting on Isaiah

t &0 & NAgsust ¢ FUSE youth event with YWAM mission team at local

water park

A 7-8" August ¢ Youthsurge youth event and Training Day

A 14-16" August ¢ Nightcliff church camp with Steve Etherington
speaking on church

A 22™ August ¢ preaching at a weddlng in Sydney
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A 24" August ¢ ordination as deacon of Lois indigenous leader at
Gunbalanya (Oenpelli)

A 26" Augustch f A OSND& 0ANIKRLE @

A 31% August-1" September ¢ meeting in Katherine for Diocesan
workers and missionary workers

A 1% september¢. NHzOS Q& O6ANILKRI &

A 2mg™ September ¢ possible road trip to Ngukurr, Numbulwar,
Minyerri to prepare for ordination services

A 15" september¢[ I dzNJ Q& o6 A NI KR &

A 19"-21% September ¢ ordinations for indigenous leaders Yulki &
Michael as priests and Andrew & Carol as deacons.

A 27" September ¢ preaching at local Tamil monthly service

0l AAOA POAU &I O 8

A Sam, Lexi, Jayde, Adam, Moran, Beschen in my Millner RE class

A Jodi as she leads some of the story time at Playgroup, as well
as co-ordinating this part of the weekly programme. This term
they are looking at storeis from the Bible using a colour
theme.
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who are not Christians that they might come to know Jesus.

A Bruce to have opportunities to speak to nurses at blood

LIS 2domat&n ckn'vz (Bryce donates plasma every 2 weeks)

A Diocesan funding to be made available for travel around NT

A Leaders to help run the Friday night youth group

A Our children to grow in love and knowledge of Jesus

A Jodi and the family when Bruce is travelling

A People down south to have the vision to come and work in
Darwin and serve in the local church
Wisdom in maintaining health and taking time off each week

A Our young people to pray & invite their friends to youth group

A Enthusiasm and good preparation for preaching, bible studies,
RE classes and youth group

A Mandy in Numbulwar that she will persevere in teaching the
Bible to young women and youth despite occasional
opposition. Give her strength as she looks after her own family

A Alan Courtney (Rector Katherine) as he seeks to build an
ecumenical youth ministry that reaches aboriginal youth and
has an impact in the local high school.

A William (yr 7) at Alyangula on Groote Eylandt. That he might
discover Jesus and serve him faithfully.

A Wisdom for Bruce as he assesses the first 12 months ministry
and makes decisions about moving forward.

A Strength in faithfully preaching the gospel and not becoming
cynical or bitter towards other ministries.
At N OGAOL ¢ NBfAlLyOS

too hard or there appears no way forward.

2y D2RQ3



