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This will be the last edition of Territory Matters 

for 2009.  

 The last month has been pretty hectic and that will 
continue until we leave Darwin a week before Christmas. 
We have had some pretty serious rain this month 
including a day where the 
bottom of the house was 
almost flooded. But this heavy 
rain has been sporadic and in 
between it is very hot and 
uncomfortable.  

Safe Ministry 

The beginning of November I 
continued Safe Ministry training 
for the Diocese. Around 60 people 

have now been trained 
representing all the Darwin 

area churches. In 2010 this training will be conducted in 
Alice Springs, Katherine and in the indigenous 
communities.  

RE at Nightcliff 

Last week I joined Annette 
and Vince for a 3 day block 
programme of Religious 
Education at Nightcliff Primary 
School. Each of years 3 to 6 had 
one hour with us each day as we 
looked at the value of 
perseverance. We integrated this 
values education into the 
Christmas story looking at how 
God perseveres in fulfilling his 
great plan of salvation for the world. We also 
looked at the way Jesus persevered to obey 
his Father and go to the cross for our sakes. 
We used Jessica Watson (young around the 
world sailor) as a story of perseverance but 

then contrasted her with the Christian 
ƭƛŦŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜƭƛŜǎ ƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ŀƴŘ 
the hope we have in Christ to 
persevere. Our memƻǊȅ ǾŜǊǎŜ ǿŀǎΥ ΨL 
have not yet reached my goal, and I 
am not perfect. But Christ has taken 
hold of me. So I keep on running and 
ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƘƻƭŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛȊŜΦΩ 
Philippians 3.12 

Groote Eylandt 

Last week, I also travelled to Groote Eylandt, 
primarily to help with the mining community at 

!ƭȅŀƴƎǳƭŀΩǎ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ /ŀǊƻƭǎ ōȅ /ŀƴŘƭŜƭƛƎƘǘΦ 
Around 200 people turned up for the carols including a 

large number of children. I was the MC 
and had the opportunity to share the 
gospel in different ways throughout the 
evening between carols. 

I also visited the indigenous 
communities off Angurugu and 
Umbakumba on the island. I met with 
the church leaders and some of the 
other Christians to encourage them 
in their ministry. Give thanks and 
praise for a Bible Society recording 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ƛƴ 

Anindilyakwa, which has just been completed. 
Also pray for Colleen (deacon) and Milly who 
run the church at Umbakumba. Give thanks for 
the football team who has been turning up to 

church each Sunday 
for the last month.  

 

 

Bruce at Umbakumba 

The Church at Umbakumba 

49 m road train 
travelling between the 
mine (Angurugu) and 

wharf (Alyangula) 

Colleen ς 
Deacon of the 

church at 
Umbakumba 
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Flooding 

On Thursday 12th November, the rains came down. For 
around 30-40 minutes the heavens opened in the first 
really heavy rain we have experienced in Darwin. There 
was too much water for our drains and so I watched as 
the water came to within 2 mm of flooding into the 
downstairs area of the house through the front door. The 
rain then eased off, the floodwaters receded and around 
15 minutes later when Jodi returned from lunch there was 
no physical evidence left of any excitement.  

Birthdays 

The Chapman family birthday season draws to a close 
this Tuesday with Matthew turning 9. During November, 
Felicity turned 5 and had a wonderful fairy party, Jodi 
turned 30 something and Matthew had a pre-emptive 9th 
birthday party. We have succeeded much better with cake 
decorating this year despite the humidity with a successful 
fairy garden cake complete with insects and flowers for 
Felicity and a cricket oval with pitch and players for 
Matthew. Bruce and the kids whipped up a Mississippi 
mudcake for Jodi. 

Miscellaneous 

FUSE youth event each month continues to improve. 
The November FUSE was on justice and we looked at 
bŜƘŜƳƛŀƘΩǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ мΦ ²Ŝ ǘƘŜƴ 
prayed for our city of Darwin. The following Saturday 
evening we went for a prayer walk down the main street 
of Darwin and the following Tuesday helped out at a soup 
kitchen. 

It was great to have Ruth Brigden stay with us for a few 
days while she was in Darwin.  

We had our first youth family brunch a few weeks ago, 
where we have the families of our senior youth over to 
our place. 

We had our final Diocesan Youth Task Force meeting for 
the year, which was encouraging as we reflected on what 
God has done during 2009. We also talked about the year 
ahead and possibilities for further encouraging youth 
ministry throughout the Diocese. 

Tonight I head into the Cathedral for the final ordination of 

the year. Nicole Anderson will be deaconed. Nicole is the 

Diocesan Safe Ministry Officer and I have been working with 

her to do the Safe Ministry Training.


